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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


HOMEMAKERS'  CHAT  Thursday,  December  12,  1940. 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:  "QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. "    Information  from  the  Bureaus  of  Plant  Industry, 
Home  Economics,  and  Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Engineering,  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture.    Publications  available,  Leaflet  193-L,  Fireproofing  Christmas  Trees, 
and  Farmers'  Bulletin  1851-F,  Women's  Dresses  and  Slips,  a  Buying  Guide. 
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More  holiday  questions  in  the  mailbag  today-  about  poinsettias,  costume 
slips  as  Christmas  gifts,  and  how  to  fireproof  a  Christmas  tree.    We've  asked  the 
scientists  in  three  bureaus  in  the  U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  to  give  the 
answers  to  these  inquiries.    The  first  one  was  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry. 

The  writer  said:    "I  have  a  poinsettia  plant  that  was  given  me  almost  a 
year  ago~  last  Christmas.     It  has  grown  well  and  looks  thrifty  but  has  no  red 
flowers.    Is  there  anything  I  can  do  to  have  it  blooming  by  Christmas,  or  at  least, 
for  the  holidays?" 

The  plant  scientists  say  it  is  rather  late  to  start  trying  to  get  poinsetti? 
blooms  for  Christmas  Day,  but  there  is  a  way  by  which  you  might  succeed  in  having 
these  decorative  scarlet  flower  heads  shortly  afterwards.     (Of  course  you  know 
that  the  true  blossoms  of  the  poinsettia  are  small  and  inconspicuous.    What  you 
call  poinsettia  "flowers"  are  the  bright  red  bracts  or  leaves  which  surround  the 
flowers  at  the  ends  of  the  stems) 

Now,   the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  says  that  if  you've  been  keeping  your 
poinsettia  in  a  nice  sunny  window  all  day  Ion;;  hoping  it  would  bloom,  you've  been 
doing  exactly  the  wronp;  thingj    What  you  ought  to  do  is  to  shut  it  up  in  a  dark 
closet  for  about  2  hours  every  afternoon       well,  not  literally  a  closet  unless 
there's  ventilation, —  but  in  an  airy  place  where  light  doesn't  reach  it. 
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You  see  the  poinsettia  happens  to  be  a  "short-day"  plant.     It's  one  of 
the  group  that  requires  a  short  working  day-  or  daylight  hours, —  and  a  long  night, 
to  produce  its  flowers  and  fruits.    The  whole  story  of  how  the  length  of  day 
influences  plant  growth  is  too  long  to  tell  just  now,  "but  there  are  some  plants 
like  the  poinsettia  that  need  a  long  dark  period,  and  other  just  the  opposite. 

Of  course  you  will  want  to  put  your  plant  where  you  can  water  it  conven- 
iently, "because  poinsettias  must  he  kept  moist,  and  possibly  once  a  week  you  might 
enrich  the  soil  by  applying  a  little  liquid  manure.    Not  knowing  the  full  history 
of  the  plant  belonging  to  this  correspondent,  the  plant  scientists  do  not  predict 
positively  that  this  light  excluding  treatment  will  have  the  desired  results,  or 
how  long  it  will  take.    But  it's  certainly  worth  a  little  trouble  to  try  it. 

The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  recently  exhibited  a  large  and  striking 
poinsettia  plant  from  one  of  its  experimental  greenhouses.    The  scientists  had 
covered  several  branches  to  keep  out  the  light,  and  left  others  in  the  open  sun- 
light.   Well,  in  about  two  months,  on  the  side  that  was  covered,  there  were  5  or  6 
magnificent  red  "blooms"-  some  of  them  about  12  inches  from  tip  to  tip;  while  on 
the  branches  of  the  same  plant  that  had  plenty  of  light-  there  were  only  small 
defective  blossoms  or  none  at  all.     So  try  out  your  own  poinsettia  in  the  dark, 
these  men  suggest,  and  see  what  happens! 

Our  second  inquiry  is  from  a  mother  who  is  thinking  of  giving  some  costume 
slips  as  Christmas  gifts.     She  asks:     "Which  kind  of  a  slip  gives  a  better  fit 
and  better  wear-  straight-cut  or  bias-cut?    My  two  daughters  would  like  slips  for 
Christmas  gifts,  but  I  hesitate  to  pick  them  out." 

And  quite  rightly,   say  the  clothing  specialists  of  the  Bureau  of  Home 
Economics,    That  is,  if  you  can  possibly  arrange  to  have  the  girls  pick  out  their 
own,  and  try  them  on  before  buying.     However,  if  you  decide  to  make  your  own 
selections,  the  cut  will  depend  somewhat  on  the  girls'  figures.     Some  girls, 
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especially  if  they  are  inclined  to  be  plump  like  the  slips  with  straight-cut  skirt 
and  bias  top.    A  bias-cut  slip  gives  a  very  smooth  fit  on  a  slim  figure.  But 
don't  buy  bias-cut  slips  too  small.    It's  a  common  mistake.    The  slip  may  not  feel 
uncomfortable  ot  first  because  the  bias  cut  allows  for  stretch.    But  too  small  a 
slip  hangs  badly  and  rides  up  when  the  wearer  sits  down.     See  that  the  seams  are 
on  a  true  bias.    If  they  are  not,  the  slip  may  twist,  or  sag,  or  bind. 

Before  you  go  shopping,  measure  the  length  of  the  dresses  that  will  be 
worn  with  the  new  slips.    Take  the  measurement  from  the  middle  of  the  shoulder  seam 
to  the  hem.    Buy  the  slip  from  three- fourths  of  an  inch  to  an  inch  shorter  than 
this  measurement.    You  can  usually  find  short,  medium,  or  long  slips,  and  in  doubt, 
take  one  that  can  be  turned  up  at  the  hem  if  necessary. 

The  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  has  included  a  number  of  other  points  about 
choosing  costume  slips,  in  a  new  publication,  Women's  Dresses  and  Slips,  a  Buying 
Guide.     You  can  get  a  copy  by  writing  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  ask- 
ing for  Farmers'  Bulletin  1851. 

Last  question:    "We  have  heard  that  there  is  an  easy  way  to  make  a  Christmas 
tree  fireproof.     Can  you  tell  us  how  to  do  this?" 

There's  a  free  government  leaflet,  Number  193,  that  explains  several  methods 
for  treating  Christmas  trees  and  other  decorations  to  make  them  fire-resistant, 
but  as  time  is  short  we've  asked  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Engineer- 
ing to  answer  this  question  now.     This  bureau  says  to  get  your  tree  4  to  6  days 
before  you  intend  to  decorate  it.    Weigh  it,  and  buy  one-fourth  as  many  pounds 
of  ammonium  sulfate  as  the  tree  weighs.     You  can  get  this  chemical  in  most  stores 
that  sell  seeds  and  fertilizers.     For  each  pound  of  ammonium  sulfate  use  one  and 
one-half  pints  of  water  to  make  the  fireproofing  solution.    Mix  the  solution  in 
something  tall  and  narrow  to  hold  the  tree  upright.    A  glass  jar,  or  a  tin  pail, 
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or  an  earthen  crock,  makes  a  good  container. 

Saw  off  the  end  of  the  Christmas  tree  diagonally  to  give  a  large  cut  surface. 
Set  the  tree  in  the  solution  in  a  cool  place  away  from  direct  sunlight,  and  leave 
it  there  until  most  of  the  solution  is  absorbed.    The  foliage  stay  green  longer 
if  the  temperature  of  the  place  where  the  tree  stands  is  55  to  65  degrees  Fahren- 
heit.   .If  the  tree  was  cut  long  before  you  bought  it,  it  may  help  to  saw  the  end 
off  under  water  and  keep  the  cut  end  wet  while  you  transfer  the  tree  to  the 
solution,  but  such  a  tree  may  not  take  up  the  solution  at  all. 

And  now,  as  our  time  is  up,  here's  wishing  you  success  in  your  Christmas 
undertakings-  making  poinsettias  bloom,  picking  out  gift  slips,  and  fireproofing 
the  Christmas  tree.    We'll  have  more  questions  and  answers  next  week, 
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